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7 Constitutional Court of Ecuador. Sentencia No. 023-16-SIN-CC.   
8 Constitutional Tribunal. Resolución No. 0002-2004-TC.   
9 Constitutional Court of Ecuador. Sentencia No. 023-16-SIN-CC.   
10 The Organic Code of the Environment defines environmental damage as “any significant alteration that, by 
action or omission, produces adverse effects on the environment and its components, affects species, as well as 
the conservation and balance of ecosystems…” 
11 Constitution. Article 277 numeral 1.   
12 Ibid. Article 83 numeral 6.   



 
13 Article 72, second paragraph, of the Constitution refers to serious and permanent impacts. In contrast, article 
172 of the Organic Code of the Environment classifies environmental impact as insignificant, low, medium or high, 
stating that only medium and high impacts are subject to environmental authorization through environmental 
licensing.  





 
14 Constitutional Court of Ecuador. Sentencia No. 166-15-SEP-CC.   
15 To date, the Constitutional Court has selected cases to establish standards and limits regarding the rights of 
nature. 



 
16 The Organic Code of the Environment provides for an environmental impact study only for civil works, activities 
and projects of medium and high impact. Hence, the proposal is restricted to medium and high impacts. 



 
17 In accordance with article 142 of the Law of the Organic Code of the Environment, the zoning of protected areas 
includes a protection zone and a recovery zone, which are strictly conserved. 
18 In accordance with article 406 of the Constitution, the State can limit domain (property) uses in fragile 
ecosystems, even if they are outside protected areas, for conservation purposes. 
19 In accordance with article 90 of the Law of the Organic Code of the Environment, the National Environmental 
Authority will identify critical or strategic sites of biological importance for the conservation of wildlife species. 
20 In accordance with Article 87 of the Law of the Organic Code of the Environment, all species of wildlife are 
protected by the State and native, threatened, endemic or migratory species will have a higher degree of 
protection. 







 
21 Article 60 of the Organic Code of the Environment establishes connectivity corridors as special areas for the 
conservation of biodiversity. 
22 Article 59 of the Organic Code of the Environment establishes the buffer zones as special areas for the 
conservation of biodiversity. 


